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under the pretence that they were trying to escape—a revival of the
Spanish practice called the ley de fuga; the remains of others were
found inside sharks in Havana harbour, and suspicions that they had
been imprisoned in Morro Castle and afterwards thrown into the sea
were increased when the Port-Captain of Havana prohibited shark-
fishing.
Havana University was closed in 1927-8, the year of the Pan-
American Conference, and re-opened under military supervision only
to close again in 1930. The Directorio Estudiantil, or Student Direc-
torate, had been among the first to oppose President Machado, and
as the years went by it became increasingly violent in its methods of
resistance. Another illegal organization was the A.B.C. secret society,
whose aims began with the overthrow of President Machado, by
terrorism if necessary, and included the replacement of the ' old gang'
of politicians, the transfer of power from the President to a Prime
Minister and Cabinet, literate suffrage, a Corporate Senate and a
House of Representatives elected on a territorial basis, and the re-
distribution of wealth by social legislation. The A.B.C.7s proposals
for the breaking up of the great sugar estates among small proprietors
with compensation for the present owners, and for the replacement of
the Platt Amendment by a perpetual treaty of friendship and alliance,
might have a far-reaching effect on the relations between Cuba and
the United States, should they ever be carried out. Many of the
Havana professors and students also held advanced political and social
ideas, and the economic depression led to unemployment and labour
unrest. It appeared to be not unlikely that the struggle against
President Machado might not be settled by a mere change of execu-
tive, but that the United States might be faced with a social revolution
in Cuba comparable to that which Mexico had lately undergone.
Meanwhile, President Machado's relations with the United States
continued to run smoothly. At the beginning of his term of office he
had maintained that the Platt Amendment in no way limited Cuban
sovereignty and did not permit intermeddling by the United States
in Cuban domestic affairs—in fact, that 'it should be considered as
a dead letter law'. Though this statement might conciliate nationalist
feeling at home, in point of fact President Machado had reason to be
glad of the existence of the Permanent Treaty in so far as it implied
that he would continue to enjoy the support of the United States so
long as he could maintain a stable government and did not interfere
with American commercial interests. Other circumstances in his
favour were the holding of the Sixth Pan-American Conference at
Havana in January-February 1928, and the new orientation of the

